
Pastor’s page: Prayer, the Mass, Young Families and Our Parish 

“Come to me all you who labor and are heavy burdened.” 

      The churches of the land are filled on weekends with senior citizens. A much smaller 
percentage of younger people with families or single, are worshiping God. Is it possible that 
the young have not suffered enough, and come up against their own mortality? Do they cry 
out in prayer to God as life unfolds? In the 2000’s, Catholics have been assimilated into the 
culture.  Anti-Catholic sentiment from a Protestant majority, is minimal these days. We are 
no longer under persecution for our faith. Catholics are as well educated as other 
Americans. The G.I. Bill had a powerful effect. Catholics have taken their place on the list 
of CEOs running Fortune 500 companies. We are present in great numbers in the Senate 
and Congress. 

      The Catholic subculture that promoted and encouraged vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life has disappeared. Did you ever ask your son or daughter to consider 
priesthood or religious life? Few parents do these days. No wonder there are few priests 
and religious.  

      Marriage and family life has been altered both inside and outside of the church. More 
Catholics marry someone who is not a Catholic. Families are having fewer children - 2.1 
per family. The divorce rate hovers in the 50% range. Economic pressures on young 
couples trying to raise a family are enormous. Both husband and wife have to work to pay 
mortgage and property tax, etc. 

      Catholic family life in its early years centers far more around the kids and their school 
(usually a public school) than the parish and church. School related extracurricular 
activities are sought after. Academics and sports have primacy of place in the child rearing 
times. Coming to know Christ, and participating actively in the proclamation of the gospel 
through parish activities, is shunted to the background. Worshiping with other believers 
each week does not make the top 20 list of priorities of young families today. Through the 
years, parents have told me they do not have time for Mass. 

      What is missing in the lives of young families? When young parents come to our Faith 
Formation program because their children are preparing for first communion or 
reconciliation or confirmation; parent meetings, conducted by our Directors of Faith 
Formation, reveal that these parents are hungering for purpose and meaning in their busy 
lives. They are desiring to grow in their knowledge and love of God. They just haven’t 
thought about faith. In their minds, they just don’t have the time. They are trying to pay 
the bills, and be there for their children’s growing years.       

      800 families have registered their children (1200) for the sacraments in our church. 60 
parent meetings were held last year in order to assist them in the faith development of their 



children. 80 catechists, lay ministry volunteers in our parish, used catechetical material to 
teach the children. Our 9:30 AM Sunday Mass, with the heavy involvement of our Faith 
Formation program, has become a Family Mass with a Folk Group leading prayer in the 
hope of attracting lukewarm younger Catholics. At those liturgies, the children and parents 
bring up their religion projects to the altar and/or receive a gift from the parish. 

      God is calling us all to become saints. We will be having an Advent retreat beginning 
December 2. Eucharistic adoration in our Saint Benedict Chapel is available throughout 
the week. Next fall 2019, our parish will begin a follow-up to Renew and Renew 2000, 
called Arise – a 3 year spiritual renewal program. Small faith sharing groups will be 
formed and you will be invited to participate. Parishioners will be reading the Scriptures 
together and reviewing our lives in the context of the word of God. This will allow the Holy 
Spirit to touch us and transform us. It is my fervent hope and prayer that hundreds of 
parishioners will participate in Arise. 

      You’ll be hearing more about Arise as our new year 2019 begins in a few months. In the 
meantime, become spiritually prepared for Arise. Visit the website for the Cenacle Sisters 
in Ronkonkoma. Their 2018-2019 Brochure of Programs is available for you to register for 
a day or an afternoon of prayer. 

      Is the Spirit of God calling you to prayer and reflection on the meaning of your life? 
Are you maturing in God’s love? There are many opportunities. Do you have the time? 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 

 


